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- Cub zaa Aw ID"’@M W@@ E@m&
.S, Says

- By LEE WINFREY
! Of Our Washinglon Bureau

'WASHINGTON The
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...... o—Beprrtrrerrt—FrorsT

day said “Operation Phan-
tom”

exactly . that: a phantom. It
vas a publicity hoax, the

depariment-said.’ -
/\ssistant Scerelary Cyrus

vas supposed 1o have been
ihoard
that the {light. never. was:

aada

— an alleged air drop°
over Cuba last month — was,

Vince said Frank Fiorini, -an'
hnti-Castro  buccaneer whp |

the plane, admiticd )
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A report on tne allr wed 1 .u(l

| was carried in The Fort Lau-
derdale Nows and The Yonmi- -

pano Bcach Sun-Sentinel May - the 30th of November move-

. ment, Hiram Genzalez, insist-"
“ed the’ nght was made but
from a’ secret base in the
‘ C‘aubbcan — not f10m Flori-
da.” .

26.

lIn the story, a2 Cuban
whose name was given as

“Manuel Fernandez” claimed
to have flown for 32 mihutes
over Cuba on May 25, and
dropped supplies
rebcls at 17 locations.”

" The flight was suppowd {0
have "originuted m Miwnul,
The report stirred up \\'nu"

to. 1,000

drlr de [(ruaos, which
dez"" said lie eluded.
A spokésman in Miaml for

"\’v’e dunicd when lha news

was published that the {light .
Avveived Iorida,” he said.

“Fernan- ,"

E4
Vdmo in a ]nﬂm o Rep,

Carl Vingon, chairman’ of lh:.
Pouse Almr*d Servioes Condk

« mittee, said “Opetation Phan-
tom” was uscd for publicity:

by the 30th of November
Movement. .

two-sen tence
, Which said;

“To the best of my knowl-
edge, h so-called Opcxatmn

statement -

_Phantom, a raid m Cuba on ;

' 25 May 1964, did not take:
* “place. I declare that the U.S.

radar defenses were not vio-
. lated while leaving or omen-
2 ing U.S. tervitory.” . 5
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Vance said Fiorinl signed a ’
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